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PREFACE

This is a collection of 14 etudes for piano,
which is based on the ubiquitous concept of a
book of preludes and fugues, written within a
neoclassical sound-world. These etudes deal
nonetheless more with compositional
problems than with piano-playing mechanical
ones, and somewhat record the history and
evolution of my musical tastes, interests, and
of my own development as a composer and
pianist during the time of their composition,
between the years of 1993 and 1996. Hence the
name “Grammar” for the collection: in a
certain way, this was my notebook of musical
grammar exercises.

The design of the cycle started with the idea of
writing a book with seven preludes and fugues,
each one working rather loosely with the
archetypical basic characteristics of one the
seven Western traditional modes: Locrian,
Aeolian, Phrygian, Ionian, Mixolydian,
Dorian, and Lydian, here listed in the order
they are introduced in the cycle. Each prelude
received a characteristic name, and the
fourteen pieces were divided into four
episodes which roughly correspond to four
development stages of my own music writing
and preoccupations at that time. Curiously,
the last prelude-and-fugue couple was split up
and the fugue was positioned as the
introduction to the whole cycle. Its prelude,
named “Ballade”, was left alone as the cycle's
grand finale, for I felt that nothing else could
possibly follow its dramatic final closing
gesture.

This definitive 2015 edition, prepared with the
utmost care as the twenty years jubilee of this
collection approached, consolidates and settles
all the numerous revisions and rewrites that
were subsequently made to these pieces during
almost two decades since 1996. For this
edition, the text of every single one of these
pieces was thoroughly and carefully revised
and re-typeset.

Marcus Alessi Bittencourt
July, 2015

PREFACIO

Esta é uma colecdo de 14 estudos para piano,
baseada no notério conceito de um livro de
preludios e fugas, escrita dentro da égide de
um mundo sonoro neoclassico. Estes estudos
lidam no entanto mais com problemas
composicionais do que com problemas
mecanicos de execucdo pianistica, e de certo
modo gravam o histdrico e a evolu¢do de meus
gostos e interesses musicais, além de meu
proprio desenvolvimento como compositor e
pianista durante a época de sua composicao,
entre os anos de 1993 e 1996. Dai vem o nome
“Gramatica” para esta colecdo: de certa
maneira, ela foi meu caderno de exercicios de
gramatica musical.

O projeto do ciclo partiu da idéia de escrever
um livro com sete preludios e fugas, cada um
trabalhando de maneira um tanto livre com as
caracteristicas arquetipicas basicas de um dos
sete modos ocidentais tradicionais: Ldcrio,
Eo¢lio, Frigio, Jonio, Mixolidio, Dérico e Lidio,
aqui listados na ordem em que sdo
introduzidos no ciclo. Cada preludio recebeu
um nome caracteristico e as catorze pecas
foram divididas em quatro episddios que
aproximadamente correspondem a quatro
estagios de desenvolvimento da minha escrita
e das minhas preocupacdes musicais naquela
época. Curiosamente, o ultimo par dos
preludios-e-fugas foi separado e a fuga foi
posicionada como introducdo ao ciclo como
um todo. Seu preludio, nomeado “Balada”, foi
deixado sozinho como grand finale para o ciclo,
pois eu senti que nada possivelmente poderia
suceder o seu dramatico gesto final.

Esta edicdo definitiva de 2015, preparada com
extremo cuidado as vésperas do jubileu de
vinte anos desta colecdo, consolida e fixa todas
as numerosas revisoes e reescritas que foram
subsequentemente realizadas nestas pecas
durante quase duas décadas desde 1996. Para
esta edicdo, o texto de cada uma destas pecas
foi minuciosa e cuidadosamente revisado e
reeditorado.

Marcus Alessi Bittencourt
Julho de 2015
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FUGA INIZIALE

200 — 208

)

tradition. In spite of this, a great number of courtesy

accidentals were placed throughout the score to facilitate
Pedalization of places without pedal markings is ad libitum.

reading. Pedal markings are to be executed accordingly.

NOTE: accidentals apply to the measure, just as in the
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Le silence éternel de ces espaces infinis m'effraie!!
Blaise Pascal (1623-1662)
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