Noite na Reparticao
( Night in the Office )

Opera ( or Musical Fable ) in One Scene for Dubbed Puppets, a Tenor on-stage
and a Chamber Ensemble

Music Composed by Marcus Alessi Bittencourt

Libretto by Carlos Drummond de Andrade
(taken by the composer from the poet's book " A Rosa do Povo ")






IMPORTANT NOTES

( Please don't proceed without reading them )

> All important markings in the score that are not marked in the common Italian names or
in English are translated in this copy of the score to English. In addition to this I provided
you with a thorough list of all percussion instruments used, with the names translated and
explanations of the abbreviations I used in the score as well as information on how to play
them. The first page of the score informs about the abbreviation I used for the remaining
instruments.

> I provided you with SUBTITLES ( I apologize for my naive translation ) in order to
allow you to follow the plot. The subtitles always appear at the top of the page, except
when a second system on a page or sheer lack of space required me to place them at the
bottom of the page. This last occasion is always marked in the score with a down arrow
placed at the top. Also a summary of the plot is available on the subsequent pages.

=» From pages 1 to 33 both Clarinet and Bass Clarinet lines are TRANSPOSED ( this
meaning that they sound a major second below written. After writing more than thirty
pages I realized that if I presented the full score of the work in C ( as they sound ) and then
transpose only part scores of the clarinets, this would be a thousand times more convenient
for both composer and conductor. So, from pages 34 to the end, both clarinets sound AS
WRITTEN !! I apologize for this first pages that are transposed . Actually, I am correcting
this feature in the new edited version of this score that I am trying to prepare.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Marcus Alessi Bittencourt






Some Information About the Structure of the Work

This Opera was written between December 1995 and December 1996. The poem
used almost literally as the libretto was taken from a book by one of the great Brazilian
modernist poets : Carlos Drummond de Andrade. It is his " A Rosa do Povo " ( The Rose
of the People ) of 1945.

The structural design was based on the one used in the poem. Two harmonic
sequences were constructed, one to symbolize the " horrible life " and one to symbolize
the desire — in a somehow naive way — for a " good life". The brief introduction exposes

the first harmonic grouping. Then four monologues follow. The Officer's monologue
happens first, where a long harmonic progression is presented, this progression being
formed first from developing the first harmonic group and then the second group. At the
end of the monologue, as a bridge to the next monologue, the first phrases of the ending
monologue are exposed again. This construction tries to parallel the construction of the
monologues in the poem itself. The next monologues are designed as variations of this
initial one, the last one ( the Spider's ) also serving as a bridge to the next section. A long
development follows, as the characters quarrel. This development is punctuated by two
main episodes : the Booze Bottles' song and the Telephone's song. As the Broom
interrupts the quarreling, a violent instrumental Interlude follows, were a spiral structure
— constructed with fragments from the previous materials played by the instruments —
develops, struggling to get shorter and shorter, until a sudden cut gives way to the
appearance of the Dove. Its monologue -— the longest of all — works developing the
second harmonic group. The Opera ends with a chord that is a combination of all the notes
of all the chords present in the second harmonic group. Actuaily, one might say that from
the beginning of the Opera, the first harmonic group — the " terrible life " — starts in a
raw, defined form and then as the opera goes towards its end this first group progressively
dissolves, gettmg out of focus. The contrary happens to the second group, it starts out of
focus and arrives at the end of the Opera in a raw, defined format.

For some characters a different specific instrumental timbric relation was
associated. For all of them, different instruments act as soloists within the main ensemble,
and/or the main ensemble behaves in a different manner. The Administrative Officer is
presented by a crude soup of all instruments, plus Bass Drum and Tam-tam, confuse and
indiscernible as the Officer's mind. The Paper is presented by a trio of Clarinet, Bass
Clarinet and Snare Drum. The Door is presented by the trombone, triangle beaten with a
wooden beater, tomtoms, Lion's Roar, piano and violoncello. The Spider by a
contrapuntal ensemble plus two suspended cymbals, crotales and wood chimes. The
Silverfish by trombone, reco-reco and violin. The Dove sings against the whole ensemble,
this time treated in a far more elegant way than the Officer’s one.






Summary of the Opera

The curtain opens. An Administrative Office is alone working late at night in an
office filled with filers, processes everywhere and tables with immense paper piles.
Desperate, the Officer starts blaming the paper for turning his life into such a torment. He
dreams of having a good life and being a real man.

The paper gets life and replies to the Officer. It claims that the man enslaved and
corrupted it. The Paper dreams of being independent and tries to crush the Officer, that
tries to protect himself going behind a door.

The door gets life and starts complaining of its life. It starts to consider being
remodeled and turned into several other things. Finally it decides that the best would be to
be turned into a stone. A spider — that was trying to climb the door — orders the Door to
stop moving, otherwise it wouldn't be able to go to the ceiling to spin a cobweb and earn
its living. The Spider claims to be the saddest of all living beings. That's when the Officer
disagrees and replies that he is the number one, the saddest among the saddest. He
couldn't even get drunk.

That's the cue for living booze bottles to appear and start harassing him, trying to
convince him to get drunk. The man replies that he has never learned how. The Paper
mocks at him pointing absurd articles in the legislative code that allowed one to drink. The
Silverfish — that was chewing a book — laughs at the Officer and calls him stupid. The
Booze Bottles sing a merry song and then try to tempt the Officer again. The Spider
doesn't seem interested. The Officer argues that in order to be able to drink one has to be
in love. The Paper starts mentioning an article about love and the Silverfish calls the man a
zebra.

The telephone rings and then sings about the disgracefulness of love. The Silverfish
suggests that the man should skip the work to go out with women.

The Officer concludes that Love and Death are only certificates ratified on paper
and tries to shoot himself. A broom interrupts the discussion and starts sweeping the office
violently.

This is the instrumentat interlude. The Door falls screaming, the Bottles are broken
and liquids of eighty colors are spilled. The Officer starts working crazily taking the
processes on the table in the right throwing away the first one and putting the remaining
ones on the table in the left. Then he takes the processes on the table in the left and starts
putting them on the table in the right, always throwing away the first paper in the pile.
Then he starts everything over again and again, ad infinitum. A dove emerges from one of
the broken bottles and starts floating in the air, bathed in soft light.

The Dove then sings a long monologue urging them all to get together and
understand life. The Dove addresses every character telling them how to behave. The
conelusion : That everything turns into a beautiful thing, a fair thing. All things and
animals excited claim for a beautiful thing and surround the Officer. The Silverfish —
incorrigible as it is — continues with its mockerings.

The Administrative Officer gets up, his gray clothing falls and a white one, a bright
one appears. He suddenly wins the human condition. He asks : " A beautiful thing ? ".

The curtain fails.






Noite na Reparticdo
( Night in the Office )

Opera ( or Musical Fable ) in One Scene for Dubbed Puppets, a Tenor on-stage and a Chamber Ensemble

Music Composed by Marcus Alessi Bittencourt
Libretto by Cartos Drummond de Andrade ( taken by the composer from the poet's book. " A Rosa do Pove " )

Dramatis Personae

O Oficial Administrativo
( The Administrative Officer ) - Tenor

O Papel
{ The Paper ) - SATB Cheir ( minimum required : 3 Sopranos, 3 Altos, 3 tenors,
4 basses. The basses shouid always be in an even number )

A Porta
( The Door ) - Bass

A Aranha
{ The Spider ) - Contraito

Os Alcoois
{ The Booze Bottles ) : singing with cartcon voices or
singing microphoned with a distortion device.
— O Coquetel ( The Cocktail ) - extension : A3 to Db5
— A Garrafa de Uisque { The Whiskey Bottle ) - extension : C3 o B4
— O Garrafio de Cachaga { The Cachaga Bottle ) - extension : Ab2 to C#4

A Traga
( The Silverfish - or The Booloworm) - cartoon voice - extension : E3 to G4.

O Telefone
{ The Telephone ) - Parallel Trio ( 1 Contralto and 2 Sopranos )

A Vassoura Elétrica
{ The Electric Broom ) - Spoken role.

A Pomba
( The Dove ) - Soprano

The Chamber Ensemble

Flute { Doubling with Piccolo )
Bb Clarinet
Bb Bass Clarinet ( low Bb required )
Trombone with Bb-F device
1 Percussionisi
Piano
Violin
Acoustic Guitar ( ampiified )
Violoncello






LIST QF PERCUSSION INSTRUMENTS AND INFORMATION CHART

English Name Portuguese Name Abbreviation Used Special Notation or Features
Triangle Tridngulo irg. It is sometimes played with a wooden beater,
sometimes with a metal one, as specified in
the score. Use the handle of a stick as the wooden beater.
5 Crotales Crotales Cr. or .. |Thechordsare played using a metal bar like this :
|
4 Tomtoms Tomtoms 11s. Played with timpany sticks.
Glass Chimes — — Heads with arrows are used in order to indicate that
the chimes are hitting each other. Sometimes a small
appoggiatura indicates that the chimes areto be
fully stopped ( cloged ).
Wood Chimes — w. chms, Heads with arrows are used in order to indicate that
the chimes are hitting each other. Sometimes a small
+ on a cornmon note head is used to indicate
that the chimes are to be fully stopped ( closed ).
4 Wood Blocks — whb. For the passage on ms.415 to 430 use just the lowest. one.
Snare Drum Caixa-Clara Cx.ClL Always release the snare when it is NOT being played in
order to prevent unwanted vibrations.
Bass Drum Bumbo G.T. The Bass Drum is to be laid horizontally and the rolls are
ALWAYS to be played with timpani sticks.
Tamtam Tamtam — fWhen it's played topether with a Bass Drum roll, use timpani sticks
Lion's Roar Rugido do Ledo L.R. _
2 Suspended Cymbals Pratos Suspensos { Cy. or A When indicated place a common screw hanging on a
or prato string tied to the dome so that it makes a vibrating noise
when the cymbal is played. Whenever the symbol ()
Cy.M = the bigger one. | is used it means that the cymbal is to be struck with
Cy.m = the smaller one. M‘i‘ﬂt of a metai beater on the dome of the cymbal.
(it's a kind of metal guire ) Reco-Reco reco The handle of a stick may be used to soratch the Reco.
2 Cowbells — cw bells Beaten with the same crotale chord beater.
Tambourine Pandeiro thr. The tambourine is NOT to be held by the hand. It is
MOUNTED,

SUGGESTED POSITION FOR THE PERCUSSION SET

2 Suspended Cyinbals

2 Cowhells

s

When the chimes are not being used,
lay them on the ground or on a bench
so that they can’t make any noise.

® OQOOQO om Different Beaters Used
ﬁ 4 Wood Blecks Reco-re/::u "Il Snare Drum sticks
. ] Timpani sticks
Tamhourine Il”l Glass Chimes Heavy bass drum and Tamtam mallets
Wood Chimes Bass Drum Metal beater
Special "T" metal beater
Double-bass bow
Lion's Rear Tam-tam All instruments are played with the

usual beaters, EXCEPT in those cases
described above,

Ll ————— |
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